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FOREWORD 


This report contains summary information on ground-water quality in one of the 50 
States, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, or the Trust Territories of the Pacific Islands, 
Saipan, Guam, and American Samoa. The material is extracted from the manuscript 
oí the 1986 National Water Summary, and with the exception of the illustrations, 
which will be reproduced in multi-color in the 1986 National Water Summary, the 
format and content of this report is identical to the State qround-water-quaiity 
descriptions to be published in the 1986 National Water Summary. Release of this 
information before formal publication in the 1986 Nationa! Water Summary 


permits the earliest access by the public. 
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Oil and gas exploration and production presently (1986) arc 
curtaded in Oklahoma because of unfavorable market conditions 
Pumping from many marginal production wells has ceased because 
of the econo: anteasibility of continued operation. The poten 
tial tor accelei ation of changes in ground-water quality due to energy 
production or exploration will be minimal while the current market 
conditions exist. The potential for water-quality changes from past 
oi! and gas operations probably will not change appreciably. 


GROUND-WATER-QUALITY MANAGEMENT 


Seven Oklahoma State agencies share statutory authority for 
the management and protection of ground-water quality. The 
Oklahoma Department of Pollution Control, one of the seven 
agencies, has the primary duty of coordinating the activities of other 
State agencies relating to environmental pollution when duplica- 
tion of effort is possible. The Department functions as a clearing 
house for pollution complaints, particularly if there is a jurisdic- 
tional question. The Department is administered by a board com- 
posed of the heads of seven other agencies (one of which has no 
ground-water management authority) with responsibilities relating 
to the prevention and control of water pollution. 

The Oklahoma Water Resources Board is responsible for the 
allocation of water rights that are based on hydrologic investiga- 
tions of the State's aquifers, including considerations of possible 
ground-water pollution. The board is authcrized to classify the 
State's water according to beneficial uses and to promulgate water- 
quality standards to protect those uses. The board also establishes 
well-construction standards, primarily to protect ground-water 
quality 

The Oklahoma State Department of Health has broad author- 
ity stemming from its mandate to safeguard the health of the State's 
peop!2. It has jurisdiction in any situation that could contaminate 
or has contaminated a drinking-water source. The Department has 
approval and regulatory authority for all public water supplies, solid 
waste-management facilities, and septic systems. It also regulates 
hazardous waste, including the RCRA sites, and all classes of un 
wells except Class II. 

The Oklahoma Corporation Commission has sole jurisdic- 
tión over any production activities of the oil and gas industry that 
may affect ground water. It has the authority to issue rules and 
regulations to prevent pollution of ground water that may result 
from those activities. The Commission administers that part of the 
UIC program that deals with saltwater-disposal wells and enhanced- 
recovery injection wells (Class II wells). It also is responsible for 
inventories in Oklahoma that are required by the Underground 
Storage Tank program of the EPA (RCRA of 1976). 

The Oklahoma State Department of Agriculture has jurisdic- 
tion over the labeling, sale, handling, and use of pesticides and her- 
bicides. Statutory authority gives the Department some control over 
the eventual distribution of applied pesticides in the environment. 
The Department also regulates feedlots and may promulgate rules 
to prevent contamination of natural waters. 

ihe Oklahoma Conservation Commission has jurisdiction 
over nonpoint-source pollution programs that are not specifically 
delegated to other authorities, but its enforcement role is limited. 
The Oklahoma Deyartment of Mines is responsible for approval 
of mine permits and regulation of mining operations to assure 
minimal disturbance to the quantity and quality of water resources. 

The Oklahoma Department of Pollution Control coordinates 
the efforts of several agencies to develop an integrated strategy for 
the protection of Oklahoma's ground water. An important interim 
result of that work has been the recognition that many of the water- 
quality data that are needed to implement an effective protection 
strategy —one that includes enforceable water-quality standards-- 
currently are not available. A ground-water-quality monitoring pro- 
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